
WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
9th Sunday in Pentecost

July 26, 2026

Inviting All to Live the Gospel through Faith, Love, and Compassion

Welcome to Family of Christ
You are welcome to participate in worship this morning 

the way you feel comfortable. 
All Are Welcome, No Exceptions! 

Everybody Is Somebody Here
WELCOME FAMILIES!  
We are glad that you are 

worshiping with your 
children and want you to 

feel welcome. 
There is a “Pray Ground” 
for quiet play in the front 
right of the  sanctuary.  
We ask that    families 

stay with their little ones 
and try to keep noise to a 

minimum.
If you or your little one 

needs “a break” or  “louder 
play”, there is an “Active 

Worship” room on the 
West side of the sanctuary. 
You can see and hear the 
service from this room.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit gathers us 
together during this time 

of worship

PRELUDE    

WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP               

GATHERING HYMN       
"Children of the Heavenly Father"      ELW #781

CONFESSION 

Holy God, we confess that we do not always love our neighbor. 
We confess that we have despised others, even to the point of 
hatred. We confess that we have been hurt by others. We 
confess that forgiveness and reconciliation at times are just 
impossible for us. We know that nothing is impossible in You. 
We come to You, seeking healing and wholeness for us. Help us, 
whenever possible, to live in peace with others, to seek 
reconciliation and healing and forgiveness. For Your Son came 
and lived among us, was betrayed and denied, abused and put 
to death. He rose again and came with the message of peace to 
those who had denied him and abandoned him. May we walk in 
his ways. Amen. 

BLESSING/ASSURANCE OF PARDON

For nothing is impossible with God. There is no place you can go, no 
end of the earth you can run, where God cannot find you. There is 
nothing on earth or beyond death that can separate you from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 
forgiven. Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE
"Shout to the Lord"                  ELW #821



THE WORD
God speaks to us through 

scripture reading,   
preaching, and song.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of extravagant love, We come before You with praise and 
thanksgiving, offering You the worship of our hearts and lives, and 
opening ourselves to the prompting and leading of Your Holy Spirit. 
May the time we spend here in Your presence bring honor and glory 
to Your Name. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME

FIRST READING:          Romans 8:26-39  
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know 

how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings 
too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according 
to the will of God.

28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love 
God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And 
those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he 
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 
against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for 
all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who 
will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who 
is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is 
also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long;
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who 
loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL READING:         Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  
31 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32 it is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.”

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all 
of it was leavened.”

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a 

All young and young at 
heart are invited forward 

during the Children’s 
time.



To support the ministry of 
FOC please use the QR 
Code below or donate to 

the offering plate. 

man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 
he had and bought it.

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into 
the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it 
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 
49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace 
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he 
said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the 
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of 
his treasure what is new and what is old.”

 L: The Gospel of our Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                            Pastor Bil Sutlief

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 "How Great Thou Art”       ELW #856

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
 born of the virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilot,
 was crucified, died, and was buried;
 he descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again;
 he ascended into heaven,
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen

SHARING OF THE PEACE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOISY OFFERING 

OFFERING

THE MEAL 
God feeds us with the 

forgiveness and presence of 
Christ.

All are invited to receive 
these gifts of God.   

No Exceptions!
Children are welcome to 
come forward and receive 
communion or a blessing 

and Goldfish Crackers



PRAYERS OF  THE PEOPLE

L: Lord in Your Mercy   C: Hear our prayer

HOLY COMMUNION

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
    and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us;

   and lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

PRAYER OF GOOD COURAGE

Lord God, you have called your servants 
to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, 
through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, 
not knowing where we go, 
but only that your hand is leading us 
and your love supporting us, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

CLOSING HYMN    
“Sent Forth by God's Blessing"              ELW #547

SENDING

POSTLUDE  
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THE SENDING
We are blessed and sent 

out into the world to share 
God’s Love with all people.

Serving Today
Pastor

Bil Sutlief
Musician

Mary Wescott
Sound and Video

Jeremy Mann
Acolyte

Betty Hellier
Communion Set-Up

Pierre Menard
Communion Servers

Pierre Menard
Carla Passon
Scott Passon

Reader
Kim Menard

Ushers
Emily Wills
Gerry Wills

Fellowship Host
Martha Johnson

*Thanks to all those who 
helped make worship      

possible. 10970 185th Street West, Lakeville, MN  55044 ~ (952) 435-5757
www.familyofchrist.com    office@familyofchrist.com

Mission Partners with Usokami Parish, Iringa, Tanzania

Hearing Assistance devices are available at the soundboard
Radio frequency for hearing assistance on 72.9 MHz on the FM band 


