
WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
17th Sunday in Pentecost

September 20, 2026

Inviting All to Live the Gospel through Faith, Love, and Compassion

Welcome to Family of Christ
You are welcome to participate in worship this morning 

the way you feel comfortable. 
All Are Welcome, No Exceptions! 

Everybody Is Somebody Here
WELCOME FAMILIES!  
We are glad that you are 

worshiping with your 
children and want you to 

feel welcome. 
There is a “Pray Ground” 
for quiet play in the front 
right of the  sanctuary.  
We ask that    families 

stay with their little ones 
and try to keep noise to a 

minimum.
If you or your little one 

needs “a break” or  “louder 
play”, there is an “Active 

Worship” room on the 
West side of the sanctuary. 
You can see and hear the 
service from this room.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit gathers us 
together during this time 

of worship

PRELUDE    

WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP              

GATHERING HYMN       
"Take My Life, That I May Be"     ELW #583

CONFESSION 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

FORGIVENESS



THE WORD
God speaks to us through 

scripture reading,   
preaching, and song.

SONG OF PRAISE
"Open The Eyes of My Heart"             lyrics below

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see You, I want to see You. (repeat whole thing once)

To see You high and lifted up
Shining in the light of your glory

Pour out your power and love
As we sing holy, holy, holy.

Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy

I want to see You.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, you show loving kindness to us your 
servants. Because we cannot always rely on our own abilities, 
grant us your grace, and train us to show the generosity of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord with our lives. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME    

FIRST READING:    Jonah 3:10—4:11

  When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned 
from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he 
had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.

 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He 
prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I 
was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the 
beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to 
anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 
And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to 
die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made 
a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see 
what would become of the city.
  The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to 
give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was 
very happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God 
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the 
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on 
the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He 
said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

  But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the 
bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, 
“You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and 
which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 

All young and young at 
heart are invited forward 

during the Children’s 
time.



To support the ministry of 
FOC please use the QR 
Code below or donate to 

the offering plate. 

night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons 
who do not know their right hand from their left and also many 
animals?”

 L: The word of our Lord.                          C: Thanks Be to God

GOSPEL READING:         Matthew 20:1-16

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he 
sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he 
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 
went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he 
did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle 
all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of 
the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their 
pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those 
hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. Now 
when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 
them also received a denarius.  And when they received it, they 
grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a 
denarius? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last 
the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with 
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the 
last will be first, and the first will be last.”

 L: The Gospel of our Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                            Pastor Brent Erler

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 "Here I Am Lord”       ELW #574

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES
 Beckam Bryant, Annie Hellier, & Easton Iseda

SHARING OF THE PEACE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOISY OFFERING 

OFFERING

PRAYERS OF  THE PEOPLE

L: Lord in Your Mercy   C: Hear our prayer

THE MEAL 
God feeds us with the 

forgiveness and presence of 
Christ.

All are invited to receive 
these gifts of God.   

No Exceptions!
Children are welcome to 
come forward and receive 
communion or a blessing 

and Goldfish Crackers



HOLY COMMUNION

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
    and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us;

   and lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

PRAYER OF GOOD COURAGE

Lord God, you have called your servants 
to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, 
through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, 
not knowing where we go, 
but only that your hand is leading us 
and your love supporting us, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

CLOSING HYMN    
“Lord of All Hopefulness"     ELW #765

SENDING

POSTLUDE  
CCLI Copyright License #2768272

THE SENDING
We are blessed and sent 

out into the world to share 
God’s Love with all people.

Serving Today
Pastor

Brent Erler
Musician

Mary Wescott
Sound and Video

Nathan Blilie
Acolyte

Max Klimpke
Communion Set-Up

Amy Klimpke
Communion Servers

Amy Klimpke
Betty Peterson
Sandy Soukup

Reader
Sandy Soukup

Ushers
Ryan Basballe
Matt Hanchek

Fellowship Host
Amy Klimpke

*Thanks to all those who 
helped make worship      

possible. 10970 185th Street West, Lakeville, MN  55044 ~ (952) 435-5757
www.familyofchrist.com    office@familyofchrist.com

Mission Partners with Usokami Parish, Iringa, Tanzania

Hearing Assistance devices are available at the soundboard
Radio frequency for hearing assistance on 72.9 MHz on the FM band 


